SKETCHES OF
SOCIAL LIFE IN INDIA.

CHAPTER I.

THE VICEROY AND  HIS  COURT.

THERE are two different classes of people who know
very little about India. First there is your- old Indian,
who fancies that he knows all about the presidency,
say Bombay, in which he spent his time, but is as
ignorant of'the presidencies of Bengal and Madras
as he is of China and Japan. Secondly, there is your
real rural Englishman, who has had no relations or
connections in India, and is, perhaps, still gri
over the untimely fate of some old friend who went
out and suddenly died in India. There undoubtedly
still exists in many English circles a considerable
amount of ignorance and a deep-rooted prejudice
against all things Indian. It is possible that this
prejudice may be traced back to the ways and manners
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